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CHEERFUL REVIEWS OF BUSINESS CONDITI

ONS IN VIRGINIA

OLD BURG GOING AHEAD

New Induntries Entallisahed, 014 Plinta
Hnlnrged nnd Mueh Dullding Done.
[Bpacin] (o Tho T'|men-Dinpatel, |

FREDERICKEBURG, VA, December
28 —The year Just oloxing has heen
one of the hest that Frederlekshurg
ling aver experlonced, genarally apenk-
ing. The citly has grown in every way,
Among the new indusatries establighed
15 the large pants factory. Old facto-
rles hinyve Heen enlnrged And thelr faclle
itlen incroasedi Many new resldences
have been erected; and others ara now
In eourse of constructlon, & number
of them hajng on an elabornte scnle,

Puhbll¢ tmprovemanta have been mada
and taxuble values have largely In-
creased. Froderickaburg  draws  Its
trade from a large surrounding coun-
try, and with Inerensed businesa tha
#tores, have boen modernlzed and im-
proved untll they now compars favor-
nhly, with the large citics, “and the
merchants ara thoroughly up-to-rdate.
Congreas appropriated $40,000 for o
publle bullding to ha érectad {n Fred-
erjeksburg durlng the caming yenr,

The clty hns now In corntemplation
the erectlon of o Iarge, modern public
sehool bullding at an early date, and in
addition to the street paving and gran.
ollthle pavements -swhich hava heen
Inld, many new lmprovements to streeta
and sldewalks along this line are be-
Ing considered,

The Richmond, Fredaricksburg and
Potomac Rallroad has purchasced eon-
slderable renl estate here, and 1t s
erall  that the company wlill spend
$600,000 here for bullding new passen-
gor and frolght depots, Inying new
tracks, extending ite yarda and for
other Improvements durlng the coming
apring,

Tha Frederickshurg Power Company,
which {8 now ownerd by the Gould in-
terest, 18 hullding lergas dams on the
NMappahannock and Rapldan Rivers,
nhave this elly, Invelving the expen-
dlture of Iargs suma of money, the
ohject belng to concentrate electrio
power to he used here for lighting
purposes, a8 power for Industrinl
plants, for an electric rallwny lineg
here, If the charter can he secured, for
other purposes here, and for power
furnished nas far as Richmond and
. Washington and Intermediate points.
The Unlted States government [ spend-
Ing large enms for the Improvement of
ithe Rappahannock Iliver at and below
Fredoricksburg.

Another feature that has contributed
largely to the upbullding of this sec-
1lon of the State I8 the large number
of newcomers who are settling in and
near Fredoricksburg. Many of them
nra men of means, and all of them are
desirable apd valuable cltizens, These
new  resldents have coma from the
North, West and South. A largs nums
ber have purchased estates In the sur-
rounding counties, not far from this
city. Some of them have built new
manalons, and all of them have im-
proved tha lande and made the farms
more valuahle. Many have located in
thig elty, and nll seem pleased with
their new homes and have been ex-
tended nocordlal welecome by our paople,

Much interest is felt in the applica-
tlon of the Gould Interests for a char-
ter for the Fredericksaburg and South-
ern Rallway, and |t Ix the general im-
pression that tha establishment of this
line will be 2 great advantage to the
counties through which It pusses and
to Fredericksburg.

Altogether, Fredericksburg has cnuse
for much satisfaction In reviewing tha
past twelve months, and its hopes for
the future are high and bright.

WINCHESTER IS OPTIMISTIC

The 0Old Town Nelleves Coming Year

WIll he Brighiest Ever,

[ Epecinl to The Times-Dispatch.]
WINCHESTER, VA. December 28—
The prospecta for the year 180% In
Winchestar and the county of Fred-
erick are hopefully regarded by the
Tusiness men and manufacturers of
this gection. Although, & short time
since, It was feared that the prevall-
Ing financial depression would directly
nffect local conditions, it Is now he-

lved that the effect wlll not alto-
gether be harmful.
The clty has but two very large

manufactories, and they bolh have ex-
cellent prospeols, while those of legser
magnltude bid falr to reap the samec
good resulte as heretorore. There (s
more money In the banks than ever.
The farmers have had flne crops, and
nre 5o situated that they have not been
forced to eell thelr wheat and corn,
ete., at n osacrifice, and will get good
prices for the same,

As Winchester depends to a great
extent upon contiguous farmers, and
as It seems that the farming clement
{8 loyal to Winchester’s buslness men,
thers I8 cvery reason ta believe Lhat
the old town will be as successful and
prosperous {n 1808, if not more 0, than
1901,

1 —o—

WYTHEVILLE PROSPEROUS

Merchonis, Manufacturers nnd Hanka
Have all Done Well,
[8poaclal to The Times-Dispatch.]
WYTHEVILLE, December 23 —The
year just closing has been one of gen-
eral proanerity for the town of YWythe-
ville, 'The manufactorles, banks and
merchants have all done guccessful and
patisfactory business, unaffected by Lhe

recant stringency In the financial
world. The Christmas trade of
the merchants has been up to- the

average of previous years, and in some
inetances greater than ever before,

The manufactories have been work-
ing full time, and unable In many cases
to All thelr orders promptly,

During tho year there has heen quite
an amount of bhuilding, notably the
Wythevilla Foundry Company has com-
pleted !ts plant, near ‘the depot, and
has the plant In full operation,

Rich Brothers' naw furnlture ware-
roome, on the corner of Fourth Ave-
nue and Main Streets; Into which they
have just moved, bullt of concrote
blocks, i o large and handsome struc-
ture, greatly improving that section
of the town,

Among tha private residences bullt
this vear are Mr, C, W. Heuser's and
Mrs, J. L. Gleaves's, hoth on Tazewell

Htraet. Thoewe residences, In slyle and
npneintments;, are of the most modern
(¥po of  miubiirban cotteges, and wdd
grently to the attractiveness of the
pection In which they aro built. 1n ad-
dition ko thd above there have heen
hullt during the year quitn a ntmber
of lesd pratentious hut comfortabla col-
tages  In aifferent portions of  the
suburhy, allyof which nra ocoupled,

Contracts have beon let for tha bulld-
in~ of fivo oraix fine resldences in the
BPCINE.

The publie Improvements of the
town for the year embraces the estab-
lishment of o sewer system, under a
franchige granted by the town to the
Wytheyille Hewer Company.

' CULPEPER GOES FORWARD

New Business H en Erected During
the Yenr, and Buniness Aetive,
]!_'tlt_‘Pccl.nt 1o The Ve Diapatch: ]

CULPEPER, VA., December 28.—

There are few towns In Virginla which
have mede moro supstantial progress
during tha pnst year ‘than Culpeper,
Every business housa and dwelling Is
oceupled, and others, hoth for resl-
dences and business, are now heing
constructed. Among the material im-
provements of the pasl year is o large
hardware business and n number of
mereintile houses now In muccossful
aperation, Then, thare s the large
fee plant bullt  before, but greatly
added to since lnst Auguat, which eup-
plies fine lea both to this and the sur-
rounding towns as far north as Alex-
:-u!;lrln and as far south as Charlottes-
ville.
The recelpts at the post-office are
now-In excess of what they have ever
been, and there has heen n general
inerease of Ita business, notably In
the money-order and registry depart-
moents.

A contract with the electric plant
which #supplies the corporation Its
lghts, has recent!r’ heen enlarged to
supply more are lights for the cor-
poration and for the depot houses, and
alio outside of the Southern and Ches-
apeake and Ohle Rallways stations,

The mercantlle business has TO-
gressed most satisfactorily, and there
have been no fallures or forced sales
to mark the closed year.,

The banks are all prospering aned
continue to operate on o safe, Increas-
Ing and lucratlve hasls,

All the varlous institutlons of the
town are now in actlve operation, and
have met 'wl.l.}: marked success during
the year. ;

The town Iy efficiently polleed, and
the health of the community excep-
tlonally good, Culpeper being reck-
oned at Washlngton an  the second
healthlest place in the United States,

Culpeper being easy of access with
two raillway companies, scarcely nn
hour pasees without hoth passenger
and frelght tralns runnlng north and
south,

No' location anywhera
oppertunities (o
or ismptations
health or

offors  finer
the man of business
to the #meeker after
pleasure,

MANASSAS DOING WELL

—_—n
Betier Husinesn Than Merchanis Hnve
Ever Known—>Much Bullding.
[Special to The Times-Lispatch. ]

MANABSAS, VA, Decemhber 25 —The
leading merchants and business men
of tha town say that business has been

batter In Manassas during the year
1907 than In any year previous since
they have been In business. Not only

ara the marchants doing a larger vol-
ume of business than ever before, but
the people are deman T a bhetter
clngy of goods than they have been
buying heretofore.

Houses aggregating In value many
thousands of dollars have been erected
this year, and there'.nrs now several
in the course of construction. The
Baptist Church has ereclted a mnew
building at & cost of $6,000. The Hap-
kins Company, Incorporated. proposes lo
erect within the next year a large four-
story hrick bullding, {n order that ‘ts
Increasing bhusiness may be taken care
of. Thia company, through one of Its
salesmen, Mr, B. C. Taylor, in [ifteen
days durlng the month of Seplember
gold twenty-flve tons of cocoanut
candy In Southern Virglnla and North
Carolina.

During the coming year the National
Bank of Manassas wlill build a hand-
rome banking house on the lot recently
purchased from Mrs. A. A, Hynson,

A Business Men's League has re-
cently becen organized, and thls organi-
zation hopes to bring several new en-
terprises to the town during the yvear
1905, Manassas 1s a fine location for
a good flouring mill, and the league
hopes to get one located here within
& short time, The town has spent Bov-
eral thousand dollars this year in lay-
ing concrete sldewnlks, and the work
will be continued next spring. Manas-
sas |8 growlng and the surrounding
country s Improving.

e e —

BLACKSTONE IS BUOYANT

Closing Yenr Has Heen One of TUn-
usunl ‘Aciivity and Progress,
[Specinl to The Times-Dispatch.]

, BLACKSTONE, VA. December 28—

Taken upon the whole, the closing yenr

hus been one of unusual activity and

progress in the |ife of Blackstane, Of
course, durlng the past two months
it hes, llke most other places, felt
the dapresslon pervading the whole
country, but it is safe to say that
what was done during the first ten
months was equal to any previous
year's record, and perhaps bevond
that

In the way of new enterprises for,
this year {5 the completlon of the new

%$11,000 high school and the voting of

$256,000 in bonds for sewer Improve-

ments, The work of constructing thls
latter willl he begun in the spring
and pushed to completion, since all
surveys and other arrangements have
been mnde. A new hotel, costing
about $15,000, has also heen bullt dur-
ing the wear. In the matter of con-
structive worlk, It 13 estimated by the
house contrnctors that fully '$200,000
worth of new buildings have been
aracted this year. Aslde from the spe-
cial bufldings mentioned, there |s one
nearing completlon on the maln cor-
ner of thes town, which will cost,
when completed, about .$12,000; also

# new church for the Baptists, ahout

half completed, which will cost ahout

§12,000 or 14,000,

“Grit" is ona of the characteristics

As the year s

Wishing | you

friends for the business they have given us during the

year. We have tried to handle same to your satis-

faction, and trust we have succeeded. '
We hope to_ continue in favor when you place

your orders for 1908, and promise our careful atten-

; tion to your requirements, : :

a Happy New Year, we are
Yours Faithfully, s

The Season’s
. Greett’ngs.

closing we desire to ‘thank our

| THE E. B TAYLOR €O,

‘har enlarged

‘Rallwpy. Company has heon organized

SCENES IN BUSINESS LIFE OF CREWE '

Caurolinn Avenue.

of Blacksatope business men, end when
approached concerning the outlook at
this time, they all give a very hope-
ful view. They admlit 'a depresslon
Just now, but say It cannot last, and
that they are monking preparations for
a8 good business, and: expect to got
it, next wear as this year. If one is
to judge the future by the past, they
are not reckoning without thelr host.

HAS HELD HER -OWN

Depresslon In Warreoton, Dut Yenr's
Business Up to Iecord.
[Bpecial to The Times-Dispmtch.]

WARRENTON, VA. December 28—
From a commercial polnt of view,
while on the whole the year just clos-
ing has been attended with [nereased
prosperity along all lines, vet it has
been p most variable year, and business
conditions were spasmodic. The fall
genion opened with bright prospects,
and October business attained a helght
unprecedented, but this, to the great
surpriee and disappolntment of all, was
to be of short duratlon. The financlal
conditlons  throughout tha country
stagnated business io such An extent
that comparisons from November 1sL to
the middle of December with the cor-
responding season In 1606 showed o
decline.  From this Iatter date up until
Christmas the businass done exceeded
that of the same perilod of Tast yenr,
and the month as a2 whole may hold Its
own with December, 1905,

With these drawbacks it 1s gratl-
fying, though, to know that, as stated
in the beginning of this article, that,
take the wear as an entirety, it wlll
surpnss 1908 In business nchievements,
One serlous drawback that , busjness
houses and collecting emgencies have
had to endure has been tha slow col-
lections. It has serlonsly hampered
businees, and probably Iz one of the
maln causes of the slump from time
to tima. The unrest and uncertainty is
marked, but busilness men as a rule
areg hgpeful, and look towards the [u-
ture with an optimistic view.

COLUMBIA’S ENTERPRISES

—y

All Inave Had a Very (ood Yenr, nnd
Merchanis Hove Dooc Well.
[Special to The Times-Dispatch.]

COLUMBIA, VA., December 28—The

Columbla Milling Company, In charge

of Russecll E. Wlllard, purchased last

summer & very filne engine for use in
thelr flour mill. Mr, Wlillard, & fine

Judge of machinery, bought the en-

elne, which has proved satistactory

In all respects, and an excellent grade

of flour has been manufactured. This

company has made good flour for
many years, the wheat being brought
hera from Goochland, Cumberland and

Fluvanna countles.

B. R. Cowhlerd, for many years a
prominent rallroad contractor, has
just completed an Important contract|
on the Virginla Alr Line Road, which
Is under constructlon acroas the upper
part of the county, Mr. Cowherd hay
a “large number of Whis fine mules
stabled here, which luwer on will be
shipped to Kentucky, where Mr. Cow-
herd will engage In rallroad-building
In the early spring.

Russell B, Willard has run with
success throughout the year his handle
and spoke factory, large shipments
of his  manufactures belng sent to
different parts of the country. Only
first-class hickory timber ls used for

The retall merchants report a gond
business year. Bales of provisions and
other goods have bheen larger, on ac-
count of the rallroad camps along
the  line of the Virginia Alr Linc
Road, now well under way, but which
will not be completed for a year.
et

ACTIVITY AT BRISTOL

Anny Extenslons of -Enterprises Durs
ing the Fost }’:nr-—“'prk Resumed.
[Special to The Times-Dispatch.]

BRISTOL, VA, December 28.—Whlls
not nearly so many residences wero
built In Bristol In 1807 ag In 1906, still,
it proved a good bullding year, and a
careful eetimate, based upon buildings |
constructed and those now beipg bullt,
shows that the buillding operations for
the year aggregate nearly $500,000.
This includea a naw T, M. C. A, bulld-
ing, costlng $60,000,

The business of the clty for the year
amounted to 'about $32,000,000, dlstrib-
uted as follows: Iron, coal, ‘coke and
lumber, $5,000,000; manufacturing, $10,-
000,000; jobbing, $8,000,000; miscella-
neous, §6,000,000, - |

The  electric, rallway hos heen ex-
tended . through Bristol, Va.  There
have been large purchases of timber
lands tributary to Bristol, The Wilkin-
son lumber plant, with a dally capacity
of 0,000 feet, has been established.
The Eagla Overalls plant, swith: 100
machines, has hoen estpblished.  The
Dilamond and the Peters Goodwyn lce
companlos’  have besn consolldated,
The B, V. King Company, wholesale,
Itg < bulldings., A ‘new
hotel Is in process of conetruction at a
oost of $100,000., 'The :Southern Mining
and  Manufacturing | Company, organ-
ized here during the year, with 376,000
capital, has bullt o rallroad to adjnpent
profierties to develop sand'mnd lme-
'stone depoaits. - The- Bulllvan  County
Court appropriated. §5,000 sto "lmprovo
one of the naln highways leading out
of Brlstol. ‘The Bristol,and Iingsport

to bulld & road from Bristol to connect
Cwith the South and Weatern Rallway
'nt. Kingsport,  This road willprolin-
bly be bullt in 1908, }

Bd. P Jonea ls Installing o knltting
mill here &t & cost. of $10,000, yhieh
wlll be stavted February lst. ]

Brlstol, Tenni, has. Issuad. $276,000
‘tn water worke bonds, ‘and/ls bringlng

(o]

making thess handles. Wb

8 new ‘warter supply to the elty. o
he | Bristol Ethyl: wnd Industiial

Pinning MIll aof Crewe Manufpciuring Compnany.

Company, with a capaclty of 200 gal-[

lons of denatured alcohol daily, has
been organized.

The Twin Clty Boller Works, wlth
$15,000 capital, hes been orgianized.

The Mitehell Clothing Company,
wholesale, has been organized, with
$100,000 caplital, and will begin busl-
ness next month.

The prospective enterpri=es for 1008
include a paper hox factory, a.lantern
factory, & concrete block machine fae-
tory by the Lowe Block Machine Co.,
with $30,000 ecapital; additions to the
Bristol Gas and Electrie Company's
plant asggregating $150,000, and a
water-power plant.

Despite the currency  stringency,

prospects for business In general for
1308 zeem very encouraging. Rallroad
work and other kinds of work ara to

be resumed In the early spring, If not
EQONET. | I

BUSY YEAR AT DILLWYN

—_—
Tohneeo, Timber, Hark anid Mcrceantlle
Buniness All Large.

[Special to The Times-Dispatch.]
DILLWYN, VA, December 28.—DIll-
wyn Is situated on the Buckingham
hranch of the Chesapeake and Ohblo
Rnllroad, about elghty mlles from
Richmond, and Is the buslness centre
of Buckingham county. There s a
radius of twenty-flve miles of coun-
try from which Dillwyn draws her

trade.

The merchants report the largest
sales durlng Lhe past year that they
have had for any one year for five|
vears. Thils can ba readlly nccounted
for from the fact that the tobacco
crops of the counly have been above
the average, and the farmers dispose
of their crops at this place. This 18
one  of the Ilargest markets in the
State for rallroad ties. Thera has
been spent for tles alone at this place
more Lthan $35,000 in the past year.

An enormous businees |8 done here
in sumaec. Something over 200,000
pounds have been handled during the
past year.”  The bark business  has
been so large for the past months that
cars could not pe had to serve the de-
mand.

Mr. A, W. Moore reports large lum-
er deals during the year. H, M.
White & Son report that they have heen
rushed to flll the orders, which they
have received for wundressed lumber
and poplar wood. [

W. A, DMass, wholesala dealer  in

flour, reports fine eales In carload lots,
—_—

DANVILLE DOING WELL

}
All Enterprisea Busy, nnil Loag Strides
Muile Along Many Linen,

[8peclal to The Timea-Dispatch.]
DANVILLE, VA, December 28 —The
past year In Danvilla has 'been one of
great success from e business and in-
dustrinl standpoint, and has been
marked by rapid strides along many
lines, While the number of new plants
and large corporations ‘established dur-
ing the year has been comparatively
small, many of the older concerns and
plants have branched out and greatly
increased both facllities and the out-
put of product, During the past -twelve
months  the DMortoelk  Manufacturing
Company, makers of workmen's gar-
ments, have moved Into thelr new foc-
tory, a large, and modern ;brlck struc-
ture, The Nosll Anderson Manufactur-
ing Company recently erccted and are
now agcunying o commadious and moil-
ern  furnlture factory; the Danville
Hnitting Milis on account of Increased
bulldings have moved Into larger quar-
ters, and the Virginia Hardware Com-
pany has added w large harness foc-

tory to their alrendy large huslness,

Danville has made a remarkably good
showing durlng tha finanginl strin-
gency, The vuarlous banking Institu-
tions ndopted the plan of [ssning clear-
ing houso  certlflentes ns soon as the
Now York, DBaltimore: and other banks
began: holding haclk . currency, These
certificates hava:heen accepted by tha
merchants, farmers and' cllizens gen-
erally ‘as caih, The banks have been
gradunlly taking up these certificates;
and now nearly: nll poymonty ire made
in ocaghy The pay-tolls of wll of the
lnrge; manufectuving plants, as well aa
thae business houses, Have begn In cash
2or meveral ‘weeks, i !

'Che published stotements of the yas
rlous banking institutlons. of the clly
show them to 'be In ag strong financlil
condltion as ever bofove In thele hiss
tory, some having emerged from. tho
recant flnanclul levlsls  aven stronger

of this elty recently Incrensed its cap-
ital atock from §100,000 to $150,000, and
its surplus from $120,000 to $200,000.
Danville hag been holding her repu-
tation as the largest loose leaf tobacco
markeat in:the world, rs well as being
best equipped in every respect for the
best handling of the product. The
rverage price pald for tobacco sold at
auction on the warshouse floors here
during the past twelve months has
heen $10.54 per hundred pounds, an In-
crease of $2.14 per hundred pounds over
the same period of last year.
e

HARD TIMES NOT FELT -

3 —_—
Farmville's Busluess  Larger Than
Usunl and Plants Being Enlnrged.
[Bpuaial to The Times-Diepateh.]
FARMVILLE, VA, December 28—
The yeur now drawing to a close has
been one of the most prosperous to
the people of Farmville and this sec-

tion known for a decade. QGreat im-
provements have hbeen made by the
municipal . government, untll to-day

Farmvilla Is second to no town of lts
size In the South, The stringent times
reported from  every sectlon of the
country have not been falt here. While
banks of most towns and clties have re-
sorted to Issulng serip for cash, neither
of the three banking institutions of
TFarmville has had to do so, and during
the holidays just past the merchants
enjoyved an unprecedented volume of
trade,

Ag thig time. a large wood-working
astablishment 1s heing  erected, The
structure {8 a three-story one, nnd the
manufactory is expected to glve em-
ployment to scores of men. A company
has announced that |t has glven an
order for the necessary machinery for
a twenty-ton lece plant, which will be
In working order before the coming
surnmer.  The Farmville Manufactur-
Ing Company, probably ona of the
largost plow-handle plants in this coun-
try, has enjoyved o remarkably success-
ful year, and now has orders ahead
which will keep maony employes busy
tha whnle of 1208, The FPrince Edward
Canning Company, which has done a
large business here for the past three
years, reports 1907 as Its banner year,
and arrangements are making for even
u larger amount of buslness durlng the
season of 1908, DNMany additions have
heen made to the business houses of
Farmyville, and not a ' merchant com-
plaing of the wear 1507,

—_——

LYNCHBURG'S BEST YEAR

pr———
This Stutesment True of AIl Conunercinl
nod Imdusteinl Lines,
[Special to The Times-Dispateh.]

LYNCHBURG, VA, December 28—
Despite the panleky conditlons of the
past few months and the consequent
stringency . in. the money market
throughout the country, Lynchburg has
enjoyed: the most prosperous vyoar In
her nlstory., This s true of all com-
mercinl and industrlal lines ropresent-
ed in the clty's trade, The Christmas
trade wns equally n2 good this year as
lngt, i, Indeed, It wis not bettar, al-
though the merchants -several weeks
ago were pessimistle over thoe outlook,
Collections have heen good, especlally
In the wholesale and Jobbing trade, aod
Lynechburg  enters upon the new yenr
hopeful ‘that the worst has been ex-
poerlenced; that the money market will
improve shortly, and that the new year
will be pnother record brenker.

One of the best Ipndicatlons of the
prospority enjoyed is the fact that the
postoffice revenues during. the eleven
montlis of the year sliow good, heuwlthy
gains over the same montha In 16808,
and December, whilla the increnap will
not be quite us large as It would hava
been with conditlons everywhers whot
they wara three months ago, wlll show
A good lncrease-over last Deoember,
In ghovt ‘ilie figures’ will show . the
largest month's business the offico has
avoar onjoyod.

AWnlle there have been only o/ few
large planty ereeted during the year,
the  bullding  operations  In the city
and lmmediate  suburbas aggregute an
outlay of upwards of §1,000,000, ‘Phare
wore 8400 permitss lssued in the clty
Hmits, the cost ‘of these structures
helng 3300,000, 'and np estimato of $300,-
000" for’the subirhan bullding s be-
lleved to ba conseryative, "

S he vondition of the local banks I8
exaellent, but, ke mpny. othey thriv-

hed not been larga enough for the do-
mands, and the Clearing-house Assocln-
tion baw several hupdred thousand dol-
ars of sorip In cleculation, This passes
tranly for all purpores, and hae alded
the hanks 'n Ihe transaction of thelr
husiness.  Durlng the year there Las
been o galn of $600,000 In the banking
aasets, notwithatandling Lhe stringent
oondltlons,

In municlpal circles the most Impor-
tant event of the year, and probably
ane of tha mont Important In the his-
tory of the aity, was the Instillation
of the gravity water system, by which
i slupply of mountaln water s hrought
from the foot hille of the Blue Ridge,
twenty-two mileg distant, in a 30-Inch
main, to be disiributed from the two
old reservolrs through tho old malns
to the consumer,

On January lst the city will enlarge
Ita llmits, taking (n a restrleted amount
of suburban property, adding ahout
6,000 peoople and $2,000.000 of taxabie
valiies to the elty. This wlill mnke
Lynahburg the third clty In size In the
State in population, though in area [E
will have hardly one-half the extent
of the present 1imita of Roannke,

\ —_———

CONFIDENCE IN NORFOLK

Nualnexs Men Look Forwnrd to New
Yenr an One of Promime.
[Speciad to The Times-Dispateh.]
NORTFOLIL, YA, December 28.—In the
opinlon of the leading bankers nnd
busine=sa men of Norfolk, the worst
of the depression incident to the re-
cent flnancial flurry has heen experi-
enced, and they bellave 1908, desplte
the fact that it Is n prealdential cam-
palgn  year, usually an off year for
business activity, wlll he fairly pros-

perous and the peopls contented.

The business men, financiers and real
estate dealers of Norfolk, are confldent
that the new year will he one of great
nctlvity; that there will ha 1lttlo of
the ' depression following the cloge of
expositions, and that values will slowly
and steadlly Increase. It I8 declarod
that despite the fract thot so many
bulldings wera arected In antlcipation
of the exposition, and left wvacant at
ita close, they ara being gradually oc-
cupled by permanent resldents as dwell-
ings or for business purposes. It Ia
belleved that another two wyears will
find Norfolk in nead of additlonal build-

‘| Ings to eare for demanda.

Things that are ecalculated to help
Norfollc during the next twelve months
are the completion of the Virginian
Rallway, glving employment to hun-
dreda; the work on the big coal plers at
Sewell's Polnt, and the establishment
of a big ehip-hullding yard by the
Cramps, of Phllndelphla. Bullding I8
nctive at present, and as soon as spring
opens sacores of resldences are to be
bullt, giving employment to mechanles
and laborersa.

ORANGE GOES FORWARD

—_— !
Contlnues 1o Groy, Bualnehs Good, and
Dauka nre Strong.

[Speclal to The Times-Dispateh,]
ORANGE, VA., December 28—Tha
recent flurry In the money market does
not seem to have nffected business In
Orange. The merchants and heads of
the different business enterprizes unite
in saying that there has been no fall-
Ing off of trade during the year. In
some instances there had been an In-

crense. gver 1906,

The banks are In a mast flourlshing
condition.  Notwithstanding the uni-
versal stringency In financlal eclrcles,
the Orange banks have pald currency
right mlong, and have axtended loans
to their customers whensvor requested.
The two banks have half a million dol-
lars on deposlt.

For a number of years the town of
Orange has malntained & steady and
substantial growth., There has been no
diminution in that dlrection durlng the
past yenr, Durlng the Inst twelve
months several naw buslness enter-
prises have heen Inaugurated, and a
number of dwelling houses have been
erected,

' SOUTH BOSTON BOOMING

More Bulldlng Than FEver, Merchania
and Munufncturera Bnsy.
[Special to The Times-Dispateh.]

SOUTH BOSTON, December 28.—De-
splte her big flre ‘last March and the
money stringency this fall, South Bos-
ton has gone ahend by leapa and
bounds during 1907. Never befora in
Sputh Boston's history has it enjoyed
such prosperity in the way of bullding
and improvements. Daring the oost
year & maommoth les plant has been
prected, Stebbins, Lawson & Spraggins
have completed thelr large and modern
shirt factory, the Bank of South Bos-
ton, A modern and ' up-to-dote brok
bullding, two new warshousas, several
prizeries, fifteen or twenty new stores,
to say nothing of the many residences,
have heen wullt, The handsome new
Garland Tlotel was finlshed and threw
{ts doors open te the publie last Octo-
ber. The manufacturers and johbers
have all dono well, and the retall mar:
chants never enjoyed a larger patron-
age.

The tobacco business has been fine,
and the warghousemen arg selling more
tobaceo than ever before, with much
lnrger averages than last year. Tha
banks have all done an excellent busi-
nesy, and are tn o fourlshing conditlon.
Tn a word, it has been a remarkabia
yoar of nprosperity, and everybody
acems  dellghted over the success 0O
our hustling little town. We are ex-
pecting even greater things for 1008
We already have in course of construc-
tion & magnificent, handsome and mod-
ern public school bulldlnf- The steam
lnundry, with all modern improvements,
will be completed by the flvst of spring,
Several large stornge warchouses nre
contemplated, as well ag the unlon
depot.  The tobacco people will In
many ways Inorease their facllities for
handling the weed, and figurea ara now
helng mada for many handsome bulld-
ings to be erected at an early date,
The new water power, when harnessed
na proposed, will wenerate hower snlﬁ.:
clent for the industries of a elly ol
700,000 population. South Boston will
spend many thousand dollars the ca-
Ing spring and  summer for streets,
spwernge and sldewalls, as fLE:]
other Improvemants,
Tha smeneral health of the commi-
nily has heen fine, but how could It
pa: otherwlise with such an abundance
of the purest kind of alr and splendld
lithin water? Bouth Boston backs any
anterprise that has the eonfldence of
{ts. own promoters, and wishes to lo-
eate in the best lttle (largest) elty In
Southside Virginla,

PROGRESS AT CLIFTON FORGE

—_—

Merehnnts nnd Manutfneturers All Dolng
Trosperous Dusluews,

Bpacial to ’I.'I|E_’I:‘I.uleu-nlnpn-r.r_-h.]

well

CLII'TON FORGE, December 2§—
Durlng Lhe year now drawing to n
close this clty lkent abreast of the

thmes and made many netable advances
fromn a business polnt of view, No new
entorprises of note were started, but
those  already  In aperatlon made
money, and added fmproyements neccs-
sy to Inereass thelr output, Clitron
torge 18 largely o rallroad centre, it
belng at the end of three important
dlvisions of tho Chesapedke and Ohlo
gystem, The monthly pay-roll of thia
great cocporation here renches nearly
§100,000,

A few years ago thiz elty had only
ona smill lee plang, now 1t has three,
all of which will be in operatlon the
coming summer, Untll noshart time ago
there was only ona elaciele Ught plant
now .thers are two, ong company fur-
nishing the clty and Its resldents with
lights and the other turnishing lghts

thon before, | Tha irst Notlonnl Bxik

g contres bhae | volume  of currency

fov the pallway, the hatel, ¥, B G, .:}.

and tha hosplital, The Adams Expraa

Company has erécted a new office and

wareroom; the Clifton Forge Mdehing
and Foundry Comphany hos  steadiiy)
grown from w small Industry to oni
af great, proportions, employing saev.
aral’ akilled workmen, and occupying
fn lnrge spnce of ground with ite bulld:
ings.

The Christlan Church
have completed a  hendsome | brick
housge of worship at o cost ot $10,000
and the Presbyterians are now bullding
n 316,000 structure, All of the streeti
of the clly have granolithie sidewallcs
while tha principnl streets have beer
macadamized at n cost of over $60,-
000, The two banks have inoreassd.
thelr deposita by several thousand dals
tary encl and within the year there
has not been a single faflure of any
congequence,

On the fArst of Inst May the Baloons
of the clly ware closad by o vole of
the peopls, wherehy about £4000 in
revenito wis lost to the elty, but the
last statement of the Glty Tredsuret
shows the finances of the munieipality
to be In o healthy state, notwithsand-
ing this lnss.

There hos bLeen an Increase (n tlie
recelpts of the post-office, the com-
munity ns a whaole Is optimistie, and
is looking forward to  stlll greater
things In 1903, So far the effscts of
the money stringency hasg not been felt
here, wid everything Is golng ahead a8
though nothing had happened. In the
coming year severnl new store hulld-
ings will he erected and several new
resfidences will be bullt, as wns the
eaee this year. You can put it down
that this clty Ia golng ahead in every

way, the most Important step being
the completlon of &  $36,000 brick
school bullding. The Virginla Colle-

ginte Institute was organized during
last summer, and has a largo enrol-
ment of students,

LOUISA HAS DONE WELL

Aerchanis Repart Prosperous Yenry and
the Outlank Enconcaging.
[8preinl to The Times-Diapateh.]

LOUISA, VA, Decemher 25.—-1-{3‘1118:]
has had an unusually prosperous year—
the best business year In the history
of the town—and has bright prospectes

ahead fur the coming year. . The bulk:

of the sales of tha merchants herehava
heen for cash; and the majority of tha
farmers now pay In cash of check,

showlng Increased prosperlty gener-
ally.
A pergonal Interview with the heads

of twenty leading buginess houses this
morning elicited the Information that
the past year has been a very good
one for them, and that their prospects
are goodfor the coming year.

The past year has seen the postoffiice
here ralsed from fourth to third class.

The Bunk of Loulsy reports the best
husiness In Ita history, as shown by
ihe report to the Corporation Com-
mission.

Several new firms and a bank have
been organized with very encouraging.
outlook and good business so far. The
new high school bullding has been com-
pleted, a number of residences have
bheen erecled, and others are planned
for the coming year.

BUSY AT BLACKSBURG

Yenr Now Ending Onoe of the Dest In
the Town's lliatory.
[Epecial 1o The Times- —ispatoh.]
BLACKSBURG, VA, December 28.—

Durlng the year 1907 buslness in
Blacksburg has baen excoeMsnt, ond
there has been steady L pevdment

nlong all llnes. Work has seen plen-
tiful and wages high; the merchants
have done a fine trade, and report the
Christmas rush as greater than ever
before. Contiractors and carpenters
have had more work than they could
do, and six new resldences have been
either entlrely completed or are In
such shape that with o month of good
weather they can he made’ready
occupancy. The town has in ‘the last
two months lald about "3,000 feet of
new brick and concreta sldewall, run-
ning along the entire length of Main
Street, on Lthe east slde, and extending
on slde streets to the several churches
and the publle school building. There
| a constant demand for laborers of all
kinds, and the close of tha’ year finds
no man ldie or his family in want un-
less it be from choice.

Blocksburg somewhat resemhblas
TWashington in  that it is a salaried
town, The Virginla Polytechnic Insti-
tute has & monthly pay day, on which
not only the Afty members of the fac-
ulty and the working students receive
thelr salaries, but on the pay roll nlso
are many laborers employed about the
grounds and bulldings, and the men
on tho farm, who get their checks with
unfailing regularity. Included. also
are the many formers who furnish
mllk to the creamery, those who fur-
nish certaln supplles to tha dining-
hall, and the employes of-the laundry
and other departments of the instjtute,
Store bills are collectable, as a tule,
one day alfter college ‘pay doy," and
this goer far towardas keeplng money
In circulation and {s the cause of much
made here being spent at home.
locatlon of the Virginia  Poiytechnic
Tnstitute here gives the farmer cash
for his farm and dalry supplies, and ha
in turn spends this with the home mer-
chant.

The peopla of tha community have
every reason to feel pride and renewed
confidonca In the Bank of Blacksburg:
During the recent trylng monthy the
local bank was entirely unaffected by
the so-called panle.  Rullroad construc-
{ion and active mining operations have
added largely to the volume of the
vear's businesa.

The towp ls extanding In all dlree-
tlons. Many of the fnrms adjacent to
the corporation llmits haya been dl-
vided Into lots,
peen at no time what might ba calleq
n “boom,” hardly s month passes that
one or more of thasa Iots are not sold
and small houses put up. Real estate
is high, and many other houses of con-
slderable slza would be bullt 1€ sult-
able locntlons could ba sagured at &
reasonable price.
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Cut Price -
Druggist

Deal With Us and Save Money

Boc Milk Weed Cream ...
500 Kandon's Catarch Jell

+a BDe
41g
‘250 Kandon's Catarrh Jelly,v 1Ta

p—————

L. Wa;gner Dmg Co.

Dealer in High-Grade Drugs and :
Tollet Gopds nt Cut Prices,

Sixth and Broad Sts, .
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